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MISSOULA-Phased replacement of all American elm trees at the University of Montana was
recommended Monday, Aug. 16, after it was announced that the Dutch elm disease, a funguscaused condition which resulted in the removal of three American elms at UM last week,
will eventually necessitate removal of all American elms on the Missoula campus.
Oscar Dooling, a plant pathologist for the U.S. Forest Service, who addressed members
of the UM Pest Control Committee Monday morning at UM, said University personnel can "buy
time against the Dutch elm disease temporarily in order to replace the American elms
(on campus) with other species of trees," but the long-term outlook is that all the
American elms at UM eventually will have to be removed.
The three American elms removed from the UM campus last week were located at the
south edge of the University Oval, according to J. A. Parker, a member of the UM Pest
Control Committee.
Cultures were obtained from four branches removed from each of the three trees and
a positive identification of the Dutch elm disease was made in all of the cultures by
USPS personnel at the Forest Environmental Protection Laboratory in Missoula.
Elm bark beetles carry the fungus which causes Dutch elm disease from tree to tree,
and the destructive fungus can also be transmitted via root grass from an infected tree to

a he&lthy tree.
Chemical control of the Dutch elm disease was discussed by members of the UM Pest
Control Committee at Monday's meeting, but the committee decided that phased removal and
replacement of all the American elm trees on campus is the only way of eradicating the
disease from the campus community.
The UM Pest Control Committee plans to recommend that UM President Richard C. Bowers
appoint a
committee to determine the species of trees which will replace the American
elm trees on the Missoula campus.
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